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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JIDDA 3305 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, EAGR 

SUBJECT: UNCTAD SUGAR CONFERENCE: PARTICIPATION OF IRAN AND 
SAUDI ARABIA 

REF: STATE 97822 

SAUDIS ARE IN FACT FOLLOWING UNCTAD SUGAR CONFERENCE 
WITH INTEREST, AND MINISTRY OF COMMERCE OFFICIAL (TAWFIK 
IBRAHIM TAWFIK, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SUPPLY) ATTENDED SOME 
OF THE OPENING SESSIONS. MAMOUR KURDI. OF MFA, IS ASSIGNED 
TO FOLLOW SUGAR TALKS, BUT AS HE IS CONCURRENTLY TAKING 
PART IN CIEC IN PARIS, WE DOUBT IF HIS COVERAGE CAN BE 
VERY THOROUGH. SAG NONETHELESS HAS SIGNIFICANT INTEREST 
IN TALKS (AND LOW PRICE RANGE) AS IT MAINTAINS LOW DOMESTIC 
SUGAR PRICES THROUGH DIRECT SUBSIDIES. WE WILL ATTEMPT 
TO DISCUSS SAG POSITION ON SUGAR CONFERENCE WITH TAWFIK AT 
EARLY OPPORTUNITY, AND SUGGEST US DEL KEEP ITS EYES 
PEELED FOR KURDI'S APPEARANCE IN GENEVA. 
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